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Docket Number (Optional) 
42706-1200 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" (37 C.F.R. §1.10) 
I hereby certify that the following correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1 .10 in an 
envelope addressed to Mail Stop AF, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 2231 3-1 4S0 on December 9. 2005 . Fvprpgs Mail Lahel Number EV 632 761 676 US. 



Date: December 9, 2005 



By: 



Marc Fregoso * 



Application Number 
09/446,296 


Filed 

May 18, 2001 


First Named Inventor 

Steven Holmes 



Art Unit 

2614 



Examiner 
Yenke, Brian P 



Applicant requests review of the final rejection in the above-identified application. No amendments are being filed 
with this request. 



This request is being filed with a notice of appeal. 

A Petition for a Three (3) Month Extension of Time 

The review is requested for the reason(s) stated on the attached sheet(s). 
Note: No more than five (5) pages may be provided. 



I am the 



| | applicant/inventor. 

□ assignee of record of the entire interest. 
See 37 CFR 3.71. Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. 
(Form PTO/SB/96) 
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attorney or agent of record. 

Registration number 25 , 726 



(714) 427-7020 
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| | attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1 .34. 
Registration number if acting under 37 CFR 1.34 . 



December 9, 2005 



Date 



NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. 
Submit multiple forms if more than one signature is required, see below*. 
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This collection of information is required by 35 U.S.C. 132. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.11, 1.14 and 41.6. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
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PRE- APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

REMARKS IN SUPPORT 

In the Final office action of July 1, 2005, all the claims were rejected as anticipated or 

unpatentable over what the Examiner calls "applicant's admitted prior art (AAPA)." The office 
action identifies what it considers the AAPA as applicant's specification starting at page 8, lines 
27 to page 9, line 12. The office action bases this conclusion on a statement in the specification 
at page 9, lines 11-12, "This process is conventionally known as culling." 

The applicant submits that it is clear error for the Examiner to conclude that this 
statement refers to everything that preceded it, starting with page 8, line 27. 

Culling or back-face culling, as it is known in the computer graphics arts means 
eliminating surfaces invisible to a viewer from further processing. Please see page 663 of 
Computer Graphics Principles and Practice, James D. Foley, et al, Second Edition (1996), copy 
attached. 

The statement on page 9, lines 11-12 of applicant's specification refers to the previous 
sentence, page 9, lines 4-11, which essentially defines the culling problem in the context of the 
present invention. 

"Advantageously, parts of sections of objects including but not exclusively 
the foreground CGO, the background CGO and the broadcast background, 
which when resolved into the screen coordinate system lie outside the 
screen dimensions or lie between the screen and the nominal user position, 
or are within the screen dimensions but further away from the screen than 
some other object are not displayed." 

The office action also concluded that Figure 7 illustrates the prior art on the basis of a 

statement in applicant's specification, page 17, line 22, "The process of 'culling' is illustrated in 

Figure 7." The Examiner's conclusion that Figure 7 illustrates prior art is clear error. 
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Figure 7 shows a culling problem because the character 56 is hidden behind a hotspot 40 
and not all of the character 56 is displayed. Figure 7, however, shows much more. It illustrates 
the present invention of combining a foreground computer generated object with a background 
object which has been transmitted in a broadcast signal. 

Applicant respectfully submits that it is clear error for the office action to label a portion 
of applicant's specification and a drawing figure, which is describing and illustrating his 
invention, as prior art on the basis of a single statement that defines culling. 
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Sponsoring Editor. Peter S. Gordon 
Production Supervisor Bette J. Aaronson 
Production Supervisor for the C edition: Juliet Silveri 
Copy Editor Lyn Dupre 
Text Designer Herb Caswell 
Technical Art Consultant: Joseph K. Vetere 
Illustrators: C&C Associates 
Cover Designer Marshall Henrichs 
Manufacturing Manager Roy Logan 

This book is in the Addison-Wesley Systems Programming Series 
Consulting editors: IBM Editorial Board 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 



Computer graphics: principles and practice / James D. Foley 
al.]. — 2nd ed. in C. 
p. cm. 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 
ISBN 0-201-84840-6 

1. Computer graphics. I. Foley, James D., 1942- 
T385.C5735 1996 
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Cover: "Dutch Interior," after Vermeer, by J. Wallace, M. Cohen, and D. Greenberg, Cornell University 
(Copyright © 1987 Cornell University, Program of Computer Graphics.) 

Many of the designations used by manufacturers and sellers to distinguish their products are claimed as 
trademarks. Where those designations appear in this book, and Addison-Wesley was aware of a trademark 
claim, the designations have been printed in initial caps or all caps. 

The programs and applications presented in this book have been included for their instructional value. They arc 
not guaranteed for any particular purpose. The publisher and the author do not offer any warranties or 
representations, nor do they accept any liabilities with respect to the programs or applications. 

Reprinted with corrections November 1992, November 1993, and July 1995. 



Copyright © 1996, 1990 by Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, Inc. 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior 
written permission- of the publisher. Printed in the United States of America. 
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